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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

February 25, 1886 


Sir, 


Having used the Amalgamating Machine of Mr. Kent for many years, and therefore 
knowing its good qualities, as well as its defects, I thought of endeavoring to substitute a more 
effective machine for it, but after careful reflection, I am satisfied that it is more desirable to 
retain the machine we now have, with the admirable modifications and great improvements made 
by our Mr. Samuel James. His ingenuity and skill proposes certain improvements at a moderate 
cost, less than that of rebuilding the machine, which did seem to me imminent, and which will 
make it more effective and less costly in use than the original machine. I wholly approve of his 
plans, as more effective, and less costly in use, than the machine we have used hitherto, and I 
hope that an order may be issued as soon as practicable for executing his designs. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent. 


